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Developed by Maria Shriver and the Center for American Progress, 
the 2014 Shriver Report is an alarming CALL TO ACTION to women’s 

advocates nationwide. 
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Why Domestic Violence Advocates Should Attend? 
 

Domestic violence advocates have long recognized the difficulties that many 
survivors face while attempting to achieve economic self-sufficiency: which 
is due in part, to the power and control exercised by the abusive partner, 
who restrains  her ability to secure a job or to make decisions over her own 
income.  
 

Although these explanations are legitimate, they have focused more on a 
woman’s individual financial limitations and her immediate circumstances, 
than on the lack of economic opportunities available to her, as a                 
consequence of the unequal social structure and the rampant economic   
disparities found in the country.  
 

Today, the need to confront the economic determinants of domestic        
violence is more critical than ever. Advocates who gain a better              
understanding of the systemic economic challenges that women              
encounter, will increase their opportunities for creative advocacy,   
develop new partnerships, and perhaps will find an incentive to reset   
their priorities to better address the economic needs of survivors.  
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